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 IDENTIFYING THE BROWN HAWKS     
 

 
The identification of Brown Goshawks and Collared Sparrowhawks is particularly difficult, rather than a single 
feature that will separate Goshawks from Sparrowhawks, it is often a combination of size, shape, build and 
movement that makes up the “Jizz” of the species. 
 
Rather than try to describe the birds, the following highlights the differences between them. 
 
1. Size 
 
 Brown Goshawk   Female  500 mm Male  400 mm 
 
 Collared Sparrowhawk  Female  380 mm Male  300 mm 
 

It is very difficult to separate the male Goshawk from the female Sparrowhawk. Simpson and Day 
have some very good comparative size drawings with other birds to help get the sizes in perspective. 

 
 
2. Tail Shape 
 

The Brown Goshawk has a rounded end to its tail. The Collared Sparrowhawk has a square ended, 
sometimes slightly V shape tail. However when feathers wear the tail can become rounded so a 
rounded shape is not definitive but a square shape is. 

 
3. Brow 
 

The Brown Goshawk has a heavy ‘beetle browed’ look; the Collared Sparrowhawk has a lighter ‘wide-
eyed’ appearance. 

 
4. Legs and Toes 
 

The Brown Goshawk has powerful legs, the Collared Sparrowhawk has finer legs and the middle toe 
extends further than the talons of the adjacent two toes. 

 
5. Build 
 

The Brown Goshawk has a powerful build; the Collared Sparrowhawk has a slight build with a smaller 
head and shorter tail. 

 
6. Flight 
 

Differentiation in flight is difficult. The Brown Goshawk flies heavily with quick wing beats; the Collared 
Sparrowhawk has a faster flicking, more flexible flight on more shapely wings. 

 
These differences have been summarised from information gained from the various field guides and other 
references. The differences have been highlighted and reference can be made to any of the common field 
guides for information on the basic characteristics of the two species. 
 
 
 
 
          Frank Pierce 


